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The in con spic u ous pe nis is of con cern to the pa tient 
and his fam ily. The num ber of terms used to de scribe
the con cealed or in con spic u ous pe nis re flects the var ied 
eti ol ogy of this con di tion. How ever, for the sake of
man age ment, it is sug gested that the term con cealed
pe nis should be ap plied for a rel a tively com mon con di -
tion in in fancy in which the pe nis is con cealed be hind a
protruberant fold of suprapubic fat. Buried pe nis is de -
fined as a con di tion in which the penile shaft is par tially 
or com pletely bur ied in the prepubic sub cu ta ne ous tis -
sue. In par tial cases, the bur ied prox i mal half of the
shaft gives rise to a stumpy look ing pe nis. In com plete
cases, the penile shaft, which usu ally lies obliquely in
the suprapubic re gion, is pal pa ble but not vis i ble, and
the pre puce, which hides the glans, is more or less con -
tin u ous with the ab dom i nal wall above and scro tum be -
low. The eti ol ogy of bur ied pe nis is a con gen i tal anom -
aly due to a de fi ciency of penile shaft skin and ab nor -
mal at tach ment of the dartos fas cia and penile skin to
Buck’s fas cia, caus ing en trap ment of the oth er wise nor -
mal pe nis within the sub cu ta ne ous tis sue of the
prepubic re gion.1

Advance of surgical techniques for the
buried penis

Var i ous sur gi cal pro ce dures ex ist for the cor rec tion
of bur ied pe nis.1-5 Crawford used a mul ti ple Z-plasty
pro ce dure to cor rect six cases of bur ied pe nis and had
sat is fac tory re sults.1 The preputial un furl ing method
has also been de scribed, by Donahoe and Keating.2 It is 
easy to per form, and the im me di ate post op er a tive re sult 
is sat is fac tory. How ever, with this tech nique it is not
pos si ble to resect any ad he sions or chordee be tween the 
tunica dartos and Buck’s fas cia with out jeopardiazing
the blood sup ply to the preputial skin; also, there is

loose re la tion ship be tween the penile shaft and un -
furled fore skin re sumes when edema sub sides, par tic u -
larly in cases with re dun dant fore skin re main ing. In this 
is sue, a mod i fi ca tion of this pro ce dure by Chin, et al.
seems to be get ting sat is fac tory re sults. Re cent some
tech niques for cor rec tion of bur ied pe nis3-6 ba si cally
bor rows the con cept of cor rec tion of chordee and trans -
po si tion of pre puce in the re pair of hypospadias, to treat 
a dif fer ent con di tion. Also, to pre vent re trac tion of the
pe nis, it is nec es sary to an chor the pre puce to the
penoscrotal or penopubic junc tion with nonabsorble
su tures and then the re ar ranged fore skin snugly ad heres 
to the shaft. The au thor my self has used this kind of
method to cor rect bur ied pe nis.

Clinical practice

No mat ter what pro ce dure you use, prompt rec og -
ni tion is im por tant to dif fer en ti ate the bur ied pe nis
from other penile anom a lies such as con cealed pe nis,
micropenis, or penile agenesis, which may re quire al -
ter na tive man age ment. The bur ied pe nis, in com par i -
son, has a nor mal phal lus that can be pal pated be neath
a pau city of shaft skin. This de fect can be cor rected by 
us ing the re tracted shiny mu cous mem brane and the
outer skin of the pre puce. Per for mance of a stan dard
cir cum ci sion in the bur ied pe nis will de stroy the ep i -
the lial tis sue ideal for cov er age and there fore must be
as sid u ously avoided.
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